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News Release 

AGC Decides to Expand its Biopharmaceutical CDMO Capability in Yokohama, Japan 

 

Tokyo, December 21, 2023 - AGC (AGC Inc., Headquarters: Tokyo; President: Yoshinori Hirai), a world-leading 

manufacturer of glass, chemicals, and high-tech materials, has announced that it has decided to expand its 

biopharmaceutical CDMO*1 capability at the AGC Yokohama Technical Center (Tsurumi-ku, Yokohama, hereinafter 

“Yokohama Site”). The total investment for the expansion is expected to be approximately 50 billion Japanese yen. 

Development services for gene and cell therapies is planned to begin first in 2025, followed by development and 

manufacturing services for mRNA pharmaceuticals, biopharmaceuticals made using mammalian cell cultures and 

gene and cell therapies in 2026.  

This expansion has been selected by the Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) as part of its 

"Developing biopharmaceutical manufacturing sites to strengthen vaccine production project" (announced by AGC 

in October 2022). AGC will introduce dual-use facilities that can be applied to manufacturing of vaccines in the event 

of a pandemic. In addition to mammalian cell culture bioreactors which have one of the largest*2 capacity as a CDMO 

in Japan, the expansion will also include facilities for leading-edge field of mRNA pharmaceuticals and gene and cell 

therapies. This will greatly contribute to the domestic development and manufacturing capabilities for 

biopharmaceuticals, which are currently highly reliant on overseas CDMOs. Furthermore, fully operational, it is 

expected to employ approximately 400 employees and contribute to the advancement of the society and biotech 

industry. 

Under its medium-term business plan, AGC plus-2023, the AGC Group has positioned its Life Science 

business including its biopharmaceutical CDMO, as one of its strategic businesses. The Group is expanding its 

business through proactive acquisitions and capital investments. Until now, AGC has established cGMP*3-compliant 

service systems in Japan, the U.S., and Europe (see "Reference" below) and has built up an extensive track record. 

By combining the state-of-the-art technology and knowledge and experiences at these existing sites, AGC will swiftly 

establish a high-level service system at the Yokohama Site to meet the strong demand for biopharmaceutical 

development and manufacturing services not only in Asia including Japan, but also from all over the world. 

New biopharmaceutical CDMO facility to be built at AGC Yokohama Technical Center 

 (Rendering of the new facility when completed) 

https://contact.agc.com/webapp/form/17985_tpab_181/index.do
https://www.agc.com/en/news/detail/1203138_2814.html
https://www.agc.com/en/news/detail/1203138_2814.html
https://www.agc.com/en/company/strategy/plan/index.html
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News Release 

< Reference > 

1. The AGC Group's CDMO business sites and supported modalities*4 

2. Overview of the investment 

Summary 

 Location  Tsurumi-ku, Yokohama (AGC Yokohama Technical Center) 

 Features 

- One of the largest capacity of bioreactors for mammalian cell cultures as a CDMO in Japan (AGC 

estimates).  

- Dual-use facilities that can be applied to vaccine production in the event of a pandemic. 

- Establishing a high-level service system by utilizing the state-of-the-art knowledge and experiences 

at existing sites in Japan, the U.S., and Europe. 

 Service starting dates  

Existing facilities: 2025 (Development services for gene and cell therapies will start in advance) 

New facilities: 2026 (Start of development and manufacturing services for mRNA pharmaceuticals, 

biopharmaceuticals made using mammalian cell cultures, and gene and cell therapies) 

 Total investment 

(estimated) 
 Approximately 50 billion yen 

 Number of employees 

(projected) 
 When in full operation, facility expects to employ approximately 400 employees 

<Notes> 
*1 CDMO: Contract Development & Manufacturing Organization. A company which is contracted on behalf of another company to 

provide manufacturing services of pharmaceuticals, etc. as well as the development of manufacturing processes. 

*2 AGC estimates. 

*3 Standards for manufacturing and quality control of the latest pharmaceuticals and quasi-drugs  

*4 Terms that describe the classification of methods and means of basic technologies for drug discovery (e.g., mRNA pharmaceuticals). 

https://contact.agc.com/webapp/form/17985_tpab_181/index.do

