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At its inauguration in 1907, Asahi Glass Co., Ltd. started the production of plate glass, special
refractory materials and soda ash. Using these products as the basis, the company has developed
glass valves for cathode ray tubes, glass for automobiles, and chloro-alkali products. In addition, as
can be seen in the development of fluorine-based fine chemicals, glass substrates for flat panel dis-
play, and electronic materials and components, the corporate business has experienced great tran-
sitions. These transitions can define the 100-year history of providing basic materials such as glass,
chemicals, and ceramics to leading industries at each period of time, responding to the needs of
society and the progress of technologies. Furthermore, what has led to such success in business is
the achievement on the part of enthusiastic business management and the incessant effort for
improvement in technological development by predecessors under the banner of the pioneering
spirit “Never take the easy way out, but confront difficulties”, which has been the corporate tradi-
tion since its start. The research and development has supported such basis.

Since the founder and the first president Toshiya Iwasaki established a laboratory as an indepen-
dent unit at Ushigome, Tokyo, in 1918, the research and development base was expanded by mov-
ing to Tsurumi, Yokohama, in 1936 and Hazawa, Yokohama, in 1965. During these periods, the spir-
it to advance original technological development ranging from foundamental science to application
was cultivated.

In the AGC group vision “Look Beyond” formulated in 2002, we stipulated “Glazing”, “Display”,
and “Electronics and Energy” as our major business areas. In all business areas, we aim to provide
advanced materials and components that customers require, in timely manners and in advance of
other companies. In particular, “Electronics and Energy” is under cultivation as the third main stay
of the business of the AGC group by utilizing two technological foundations, that is, glass and fluo-
rine Chemistry. However, this business area faces severe demands from customers and also abrupt
change of business circumstance. Therefore, it is necessary to acquire a new DNA, which we have
not possessed so far, in order to grasp the needs of society after examining the trends of society, to
narrow down those business fields in which we should pursue, and to speedily operate the busi-
ness. The results of how to acquire this DNA will affect the business lines of “Electronics and
Energy’.

How should AGC group develop its business for the next 100 years? Business will change
depending on the demands of the times and we aim to contribute, through our business, to the
solution of various issues of the 21st Century such as environmental problems like global warming
and natural resources depletion. We already provide various products ranging from double-grazed
glass for energy saving to materials and components for solar cells / fuel cells, and plan to continu-
ously promote these businesses.

On the other hand, in establishing new business in advance of the world, there are many difficul-
ties, and sometimes we may fail. We should humbly analyze failed cases in addition to successful
ones, and should use the results as reference in the future. Whether a theme has led to success in
commercialization or not, when we have made new findings as a result of challenging research and
development, it is important to disclose the findings through publication in journals to contribute to
academia. The “Research Center Report,” which we continuously published in the prewar age
except for the turbulent period during World War II, as well as the “Reports of the Research
Laboratory” which we re-started in 1950, have played a part of academic contribution responsibili-
ty. We would like to ask for the continuous interest of researchers in various fields toward new
our Research reports, and gain insight through feedback. We will be very happy, if you participate
in joint research with our company through your proposal to the AGC Research Collaboration
Program, which may help gradually change the DNA of the AGC group.




